Assessment for Learning
I hope that you will find this A level informative, beneficial and enjoyable.  In order to help you improve in this subject I have adopted a number of principles that are commonly known as assessment for learning (AfL).  I, along with numerous educational Professors, believe that AfL will improve your skills in this subject and ultimately lead you to a higher GCSE grade.
As we will be following the principles of AfL, I will:

· share the learning objectives with you at the start of each topic.
· help you to know and recognise the standards that you are aiming for.
· endeavour to involve you with a lot of questioning.  I will not be satisfied with simple answers, I will expect responses that analyse and evaluate the situation that we are discussing.
· use end of module tests to ensure you understand all of the topics covered.
· ask you to undertake self-assessment, for example, at the end of each topic you will be asked if you understand each of the learning objectives.  If you don’t understand any of the learning objectives, you will be given the opportunity to rectify the situation.
· involve you in peer and self assessment when marking pieces of written work.  This will provide you with an insight into how to achieve top marks.
· provide you with feedback that  will enable you to improve in the future.  This might mean that for some pieces of work you will not receive a mark.  Marks don’t tell you how to improve; they only tell you how you have done.
You will be challenged over the coming two years to take responsibility for your own learning and progression in the course.  

You will find help, assistance and support on the department’s forum; the quantity and quality of your posts will be assessed at the end of each term.  You should post any questions, interesting links or topical issues – you will learn debating rules and the skill of analysing and evaluating, these should be utilised on-line.

